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Educating for 

life-long success

W E LC O M E

W elcome to The Cathedral School, Townsville’s only Anglican school for boys and 

girls from Early Childhood to Year 12, including boarding students from Year 7 to 

Year 12.

Since its foundation in 1917, the school has established an excellent reputation as a 

caring Christian community with a strong focus on academic performance and personal 

development. 

We are ‘one school, one community with one vision’ - educating for life-long success. In 

the rapidly changing world of the 21st century, we are preparing our students to meet the 

challenges of the future. 

Success in the future will depend on a range of skills and personal attributes that come 

from a well-rounded education such as ours. The careful balance of academic, sporting, 

cultural, spiritual and social programs at The Cathedral School will equip students for 

successful and fulfilling lives. 

Our experienced and dedicated staff nurture and challenge students to perform to the 

best of their ability across the full range of school programs, and to take advantage of all 

the wonderful opportunities that are available to them at Cathedral.  

The convenience of a single campus in centrally located Mundingburra means that 

children from the Early Learning Centre, Junior, Middle and Senior Schools can progress 

seamlessly through the years, benefiting from the consistent values and high expectations 

of the school community. 

Students feel at home in the beautiful spacious grounds, with the majestic rain trees and 

natural fresh water lagoon providing an ideal environment for them to explore, learn and 

grow as they develop into confident, capable global citizens.

We invite you to explore the benefits of a Cathedral education, and we look forward to 

welcoming you into our school community.

Mr Ian Gamack

Principal
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‘to affirm the unique 
worth of the individual’

E very child needs to belong, to feel safe and to be valued as an individual. It is 

only when these basic needs are met that children feel comfortable to explore 

new avenues and build their confidence and self-esteem. 

The Cathedral School is dedicated to providing a caring, Christian community 

where students can be themselves, take risks, explore new avenues and follow their 

dreams in a safe, supportive environment. They feel a genuine sense of belonging, 

fostered by the positive relationships forged with both staff and students within the 

school community. 

Our pastoral care framework provides every student with a support system that 

enables them to progress and reach their full potential. Our dedicated staff take 

a close personal interest in the wellbeing of every child in their care, encouraging 

them to engage in all aspects of school life and take advantage of every opportunity.

The House system fosters a sense of belonging and identity. Students across the 

school participate eagerly in regular activities and competitions, building teamwork 

and loyalty within a very supportive and inclusive structure. 

The boarding community gives the school a family atmosphere as the campus 

is ‘home’ to our boarding students and staff during term time. A warm and caring 

environment supports boarders in their academic and personal endeavours and 

shared experiences create life-long friendships.

Our goal is to nurture and encourage every child to help them build the confidence 

and skills they will need to face the challenges they will confront throughout their 

lives. 

N U R T U R E
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C hildren are naturally inquisitive and are keen to explore and learn new things. At Cathedral, we foster and 

develop that enthusiasm to ensure that students become happy and confident life-long learners.

Throughout the school, a positive learning environment with extensive use of modern technology enables 

students to engage in classroom activities and achieve to their potential. From the play-centred learning of the 

early years to the increasingly academic and technological demands of the later years, our dedicated teachers 

provide a relevant and meaningful curriculum to keep students interested and motivated. 

In the critical early primary years, children ‘learn how to learn’. A child-centred curriculum keeps classroom 

activities relevant and interesting and allows students to develop strong foundations in an enjoyable learning 

environment. As students progress through the years, teachers continue to tailor their programs to meet their 

students’ needs and interests, while still meeting the ever-changing curriculum and assessment requirements. 

Interactive learning experiences with real-life applications have students enthusiastically immersing themselves 

in learning and exploring new ideas. In addition to the focus on building strong competencies in the core areas 

of literacy, numeracy, sciences and humanities, students across the whole school experience a diverse range of 

subjects including music, arts, languages, various forms of technology and sports.  

The relatively small class sizes and capped enrolment numbers at Cathedral mean that every student receives 

individual attention throughout their learning journey. Students are able to extend to the highest level in fields of 

excellence, or receive specialised support to assist them in areas of difficulty.

E N G AG E

‘to inspire our students 
through creative, purposeful, 
enjoyable learning to reach 

their full potential’
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I N S P I R E

I t is not possible to underestimate the influence of a passionate teacher 

on a child’s learning. At The Cathedral School, our teachers continuously 

seek ways to improve their own performance by participating in ongoing 

professional development, mentoring and peer reviews. With a strong 

focus on continually building our professional learning community, the 

school is at the forefront of high quality teaching and learning. 

In a rapidly changing world, we are preparing students for careers 

that do not yet exist. Through our iPad program and flexible 

learning spaces, teachers deliver innovative programs and 

provide a more personalised learning experience for each 

student.  By developing skills such as creativity, critical 

thinking, collaboration and communication, we are giving 

students the tools they need to be successful now 

and into the future.

As students progress through their senior years, an extensive 

career guidance program inspires them to work towards their 

own unique goals. Whether they are aiming for further study at 

university or direct entrance to the workforce, they select the fields 

of study that best suit their aptitude and career goals, and have the 

opportunity to engage in the ‘real world’ with work experience and vocational 

training supplementing their school studies. 

Cathedral graduates have forged successful careers in all areas of endeavour and are 

well equipped to take their place in the world and make a meaningful contribution.

‘to be a centre for 
academic excellence’ 
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C H A L L E N G E

‘to develop attitudes which 
are anticipatory, visionary and 

reflective’

A   holistic education requires more than just academic challenge – it is about developing the whole person 

through a well-rounded program such as ours, which provides opportunities for students to explore 

and develop new skills and attributes through outdoor education, sports, music, arts and a host of other 

extracurricular activities. 

Cathedral students are ‘good sports’ and have ample opportunities to be involved in a wide range of 

physical activities, ensuring they develop healthy attitudes to participation in sport. In addition to the core 

Physical Education program, students enjoy the friendly rivalry of the annual interhouse sports carnivals and 

enthusiastically represent their school in regular sports competitions. 

While our focus is on universal participation in a range of sports, our elite rugby, netball and rowing teams 

compete successfully in all levels of competition from local to national, and even into the international arena. 

Outdoor education provides dynamic and exciting experiential learning which promotes individual personal 

growth that would not be possible in a normal school setting. This unique program takes students out of the 

school grounds – and out of their comfort zones – and into river, rainforest, outback and coastal ecosystems 

throughout the North Queensland region. 

During their days away, students meet age-appropriate challenges in the natural environment and discover their 

own ‘inner strength’ as they work cooperatively to solve problems, overcome fears and achieve goals. And they 

always have fun!



‘to educate our 
students to 

be discerning, 
sensitive and 
responsible’
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U ncovering and developing each child’s creative abilities is 

another essential element of a well-rounded education. 

Involvement in the arts fosters creativity and self-expression and can 

provide a source of life-long fulfilment.

Classroom music, instrumental lessons and performances 

provide a wonderful creative outlet for Cathedral students. Through 

participation in choirs, bands, orchestras and other ensemble 

groups, students experience the joy of making and sharing music, 

and are inspired to lift their performance even further. 

Cathedral also has a long tradition in drama, with school 

performances providing a highlight since the school’s earliest years. 

Actors, singers, dancers and backstage crew work cooperatively to 

stage productions and entertain their appreciative audiences. From 

student-directed performances to sophisticated full-scale 

musical and drama productions, Cathedral students 

flourish on the stage. 

A wide range of other extracurricular activities 

give students the opportunity to discover 

and develop other interests and talents, 

whether it be public speaking, community 

service, playing chess or exploring 

technology. Numerous clubs and 

competitions allow students to 

choose the activities that appeal 

to them and engage cooperatively 

with like-minded individuals. 

Students also develop leadership 

skills through their involvement 

in such activities, and have 

many opportunities to exercise 

these skills through a variety of 

leadership roles in the school, 

house or boarding community. 

D E V E LO P
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C O N N E C T

‘to encourage an understanding that 
the spiritual and moral aspects of life 

are central to our humanity’

C hristian values lie at the heart of the Cathedral community, creating a caring and inclusive community with 

an emphasis on honesty, respect, humility, compassion and forgiveness. These values provide a strong 

foundation for positive behaviours and relationships which children can carry into their adult lives. 

The school embraces diversity and celebrates the many cultures within the school community. The school 

brings together students from many different backgrounds and our boarding students come from regional, rural 

and remote communities, as well as overseas. 

Within this microcosm of the wider world, Cathedral students build friendships and confidence as they equip 

themselves with the skills, values and attitudes needed to progress to the next stage of their life’s journey.

We invite you to become part of our vibrant school community. Parents, staff and students are partners 

in our community which is focussed on assisting every child to reach their full potential. Collaboration, 

communication and clear goals establish a framework to monitor each child’s progress through the years and 

ensure they are achieving the best outcomes possible. 





Telephone: (07) 4722 2000 

154 Ross River Road, 

Mundingburra Queensland 4812
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www.cathedral.qld.edu.au


